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RUSSIA LAUNCHES ‘LARGEST STRIKE’ ON UKRAINE’S ENERGY SITES
At least five killed Country’s biggest hydroelectric plant in Dnipro hit Widespread blackout in Kharkiv Power outages leave 1,060 miners trapped 

KYIV

RUSSIA attacked electrical 
power facilities in much of  
Ukraine, including the coun-
try’s largest hydroelectric 
plant, causing widespread out-
ages and killing at least five 
people, officials said Friday.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said more than 60 drones 
and about 90 rockets were used 
in the attack.

The attack came a day after 
Russia launched 31 missiles in 
a single attack on the capital. It 
was the largest assault on 
Ukraine’s energy infrastruc-
ture during the more than two-
year-long war, said Volodymyr 
Kudrytsky, head of  the national 
utility Ukrenergo.

“This attack was especially 

dangerous because the adver-
sary combined different means 
of  attack, kamikaze drones, 
ballistic and cruise missiles,” 
he told The Associated Press. 
He said the city of  Kharkiv, 
Ukraine’s second-largest, suf-
fered the most damage.

Last winter, Russia targeted 
Ukraine’s energy infrastruc-
ture, resulting in frequent 
blackouts across the country. 
Many had warned that Russia 
might repeat this strategy this 
winter. But instead, Russia has 
launched massive missile and 
drone attacks primarily direct-
ed at  Ukraine’s  defense 
industry.

Every large-scale air attack 
depletes Ukraine’s capabilities 
to repel Russian missiles. Zel-
enskyy has been urging 

Ukraine’s Western allies for 
weeks to provide additional air 
defense systems and ammuni-

tion amid delays in aid from the 
U.S. 

“With Russian missiles, there 

are no delays, like with aid 
packages to our state. Shaheds 
don’t have indecisiveness, as do 

some politicians. It is impor-
tant to understand the cost of  
delays and postponed deci-
sions,” Zelenskyy said, refer-
ring to Iranian-made Shahed 
drones, which are widely used 
by Russia in the war.

The attacks caused a fire at 
the Dnipro Hydroelectric Sta-
tion, which supplies electricity 
to the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant, Europe’s largest 
nuclear power installation.

The main external power 
line to the plant was cut off, In-
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency head Rafael Grossi said 
early on Friday, but Ukraine’s 
nuclear energy operator said it 
was restored several hours 
later.

Three people were killed and 
at least eight injured in the Rus-

sian attack, said Zaporizhzhia 
regional Gov. Ivan Fedorov.

Attacks on energy facilities 
in the Kharkiv region caused 
blackouts in the country’s sec-
ond-largest city and disrupted 
critical air-raid siren systems. 
Regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov 
said police would inform resi-
dents of  possible air raids 
through loudspeakers and 
walkie-talkies and that alerts 
would be sent to cellular 
phones.

Other attacks were reported 
in areas of  western Ukraine far 
from the front lines. 

The power outages left 1,060 
miners trapped in the Dnipro-
petrovsk region and an evacua-
tion was underway, according 
to private energy company 
DTEK.  AP

A photo released on the Telegram channel of Ukraine’s Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal 
shows smoke and fire rising over the Dnipro hydroelectric power plant on Friday |  PTI

Moscow admits it is  
in a ‘state of war’

KYIV: Russia admitted two years 
into its invasion of Ukraine on 

Friday that it was “in a state of 
war,” as it launched a massive 

wave of missile and drone attacks 
on its neighbour’s territory. “We 

are in a state of war,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told a 

pro-Kremlin newspaper. “Yes, it 
started as a special military 

operation, but as soon as this 
bunch was formed there, when 

the collective West became a 
participant on Ukraine’s side,  

for us it already became a war,” 
he said. AFP
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Niger soldiers killed in a “terrorist” amush near borders with 
Burkina Faso and Mali  

Russia, China veto US Security 
Council bid on Gaza ceasefire

UNITED NATIONS

RUSSIA and China on 
Friday vetoed a US-led 
draft resolution at the 
Security Council on a 
ceasefire in Gaza, with 
Moscow accusing Wash-
ington of  a “hypocriti-
cal spectacle” that does 
not pressure Israel.

The United States, Is-
rael’s main ally which 
has vetoed previous 
ceasefire calls, put for-
ward the resolution 
which for the first time 
would have supported 
“the imperative of  an 
immediate and sus-
tained ceasefire” and 
condemned the October 
7 attack by Hamas.

Russia and China ex-
ercised their vetoes, Al-
geria also voted against 
and Guyana abstained. 
The other 11 Security 
Council members voted 
in favor, including per-
m a n e n t  m e m b e r s 
France and Britain.

Russia’s ambassador, 
Vasily Nebenzia, said 
the United States was 
doing nothing to rein in 
Israel, mocking Wash-
ington for speaking of  a 
ceasefire after “Gaza 
has been virtually 
wiped off  the face of  the 

Earth.” “We have ob-
served a typical hypo-
critical spectacle. The 
American product is ex-
ceedingly politicised, 
with the sole purpose 
being to play to voters 
and throw them a bone 
in the form of  some 
kind of  a mention of  a 
ceasefire in Gaza,” he 
said.

The resolution will 
“ensure the impunity of  
Israel, whose crimes are 
not even assessed in the 
draft.” The draft links a 
ceasefire to ongoing 
talks, led by Qatar with 
support from the United 
States and Egypt, to halt 
the war in return for 
H a m a s  r e l e a s i n g 
hostages.

The US ambassador, 
Linda Thomas-Green-
field, called the Russian 
and Chinese vetoes “not 
just cynical” but also 
“petty.”“Russia and Chi-
na simply did not want 
to vote for a resolution 
that was penned by the 
United States,” she said. 
“Let’s be honest — for 
all the fiery rhetoric, we 
all know that Russia 
and China are not doing 
anything diplomatically 
to advance a lasting 
peace,” she said.  AFP

Israel plans to send troops 
into Gaza’s Rafah even 
without US support, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
told Antony Blinken on Friday, 
as Washington failed to pass a 
UN resolution on an 
“immediate” ceasefire.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron vowed on Friday to 
keep pressing for a Gaza 
ceasefire at the UN Security 
Council.

Israel announces 
large West Bank  
land seizure
JERUSALEM Israel reported 
Friday the seizure of 800 
hectares of land in the 
occupied West Bank, which 
activists called the largest 
action of its kind in decades. 
Israel’s Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich declared as 
“state lands” the area in the 
northern Jordan Valley, as 
US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken arrived in 
Israel.

The UN Security Council  votes on a motion for a Gaza ceasefire 
and hostage deal  at UN headquarters in New York on Friday |AFP
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EXPRESS READ
Sri Lankan PM to visit  China next week
BEIJING: Sri Lankan Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena 
will visit China, his country’s biggest bilateral lender, next 
week, Beijing’s foreign ministry said on Friday. “At the 
invitation of Premier Li Qiang of the State Council, Prime 
Minister... of Sri Lanka Dinesh Gunawardena will pay an 
official visit to China from March 25 to 30,” Foreign 
Ministry Spokesperson Lin Jian said statement. Beijing 
accounts for around 10% of the island’s total foreign 
debt. Sri Lanka defaulted on its $46 billion external debt 
in April 2022 after the country ran out of foreign exchange 
to finance even essential imports.  AFP


